with which it has been examined and described. His atlas contains dissections of pregnant uteri from every month of gestation, with cases of head presentation, breech presentation, placenta prsevia, and retroversion of the gravid uterus.
In the preface he says that there are two kinds of anatomical drawing?"One is the simple portrait, in which the object is represented exactly as it was seen; the other is a representation of the object under such circumstances as were not actually seen, but conceived in the imagination That figure, which is a close representation of Nature, and which is finished from a view of one subject, will often be, unavoidably, somewhat indistinct or defective in some parts; the We shall be constantly using such terms as "cervix" and "os internum," as to whose application opinions differ, and which accordingly need preliminary definition.
Cervix and Lower TJterine Segment.
There are few subjects in obstetrics round which more discussion has raged than the cervix in pregnancy and labour. During the fifty years after Stoltz (1826) 7th.
Hofmeier.
Marchand.
Firm round cylinder.
Dilated for 5 cm.
Oth.
9th.
Hofmeier. The structure, of the lower uterine segment has the following peculiarities in its peritoneum, muscular wall, and mucous membrane. The peritoneum is loosely attached over it, so that it can be readily stripped off from the utero-vesical pouch up to a certain line, which we may call the " line of firm attachment of the peritoneum." The fifth column gives the distance of this line from the upper end of the canal, measured along the uterine wall, which distance varies from 5 cm. to 7| cm. Bandl gives it as 2 cm. above the upper end of the segment.
The muscular wall appears in section as consisting of plates which have a generally longitudinal arrangement. Of these the special feature is the ease with which they can be separated. In fact, the greater separability of the muscular bundles or plates, along with the diminution in thickness of the wall as a whole, is the chief anatomical feature by which the lower uterine segment differs from the rest of the uterus. The external bundles of fibres anteriorly are continued downwards into the anterior lip of the cervix and anterior fornix of the vagina. The internal bundles are, according to Bayer, of unequal length and overlapping, so that, looked at from the mucous membrane, they appear like the tiles of a house.
As to the bloodvessels of the lower segment, Bayer frequently refers to a large vein situated opposite to the firm attachment of the peritoneum, i.e., opposite to the upper limit of the segment.
With regard to the mucous membrane of this segment there is a greater variation in the conditions found. The relation of the membranes also varies greatly. While in
